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the man of genius who had brought Indian Princes to his feet,
who made and unmade Nabobs and Subadars, who had
organized native armies and conquered great provinces, went
home to die in poverty and loneliness, and with a broken
heart. What an utter lack of imagination must have existed
at the Court of Louis XIV.! No wonder they lost Canada and
India, when such counsels could prevail.

For a time at least the English had nothing to fear
from their French rivals, and when two years later France
awoke with new ambitions in India, sending Count de Lally
with reinforcements, it was too late to make headway against
the power of their English enemies. For Clive did not stay
in England; he was soon back again to deal with a new
situation which had arisen in India, and one which resulted in
an almost imperial power for old * John Company,' of which he
was still a servant. His previous achievements had been in
the South of India, in the Deccan and the Carnatic, but this
time he found a means of establishing a supremacy over the
northern and richest province of the great continent, where
the Mogul Emperors still reigned with all their ancient
grandeur, but with little of their ancient power.

Between 1740 and 1756 the real ruler of Bengal was an
Afghan soldier named Aliverdy Khan, a ruthless and powerful
man who had been appointed Viceroy of the Emperor at
Delhi, a weak and effeminate Prince who was a mere puppet
in the hands of his lieutenant. Both the French and English
had trading companies at the mouth of the Hoogly River, the
gateway of Bengal, the latter -being established at Calcutta,
the former at Chandernagore. During the governorship of
Aliverdy Khan, the rival companies had been kept in strict
order, and while fighting was taking place in the.south, they
were compelled to keep the peace. But when Aliverdy Khan
died, in 1756, he was succeeded by his adopted son, Surajah
Dowlah, who had none of the strength and genius of his great
predecessor. This young Nabob was the worst type of an
Oriental Prince. From his boyhood he had been pampered